A new heterobranch gastropod species, Tornatellaea mendozana n. sp., is described from Bardas Blancas, Neuquén, found in association with several ammonites of the Internispinosum Biozone of the Andean Middle Tithonian.
Introduction
During a survey of marine Tithonian sections with ammonites in the southern Neuquén-Mendoza Basin (Argentina), a small sample of gastropods was collected in the locality Barda Negra (Fig. 1) . Gastropods of this locality have never been described before. Following our research programm on the Jurassic gastropods of the basin, a new species is described below.
Descriptions of Late Jurassic gastropods of the southern Neuquén-Mendoza Basin are very scarce (see GRÜNDEL & PARENT 2001) . In the Lower and Middle Tithonian the typical patterns of preservation are: (1) relatively small adults (and juveniles?) in the bodychamber of ammonites, (2) small concentrations associated with abundant ammonites and small (juvenile) bivalves. After study of several sections through several areas of the southern portion of the basin it has never been found any bed with gastropods in isolation.
Stratigraphic framework
The studied sample comes from a bank of yellow limestone of the Vaca Muerta Fm. at Barda Negra (Fig. 1) . The gastropods were extracted from the bodychambers of specimens of Aspidoceras cf./aff. altum BIRO-BAGOCZY, 1980 
Systematic paleontology
The studied specimens are housed at the Museo Olsacher, Zapala, Neuquén (MOZP Tornatellaea mendozana n. sp. Diagnosis: Shell with a low spire and a ramp. Visible part of the flank lacking sculpture or with a single spiral rib. On the last whorl the lower part of the flank has 6-7 spiral furrows with broad interspaces. The furrows are not pitted. Base covered with 12-15 spiral furrows separated by ribs of equal width. Aperture with nearly straight outer lip.
Description: The holotype consists of about 5 whorls. The shell is 12 mm high and 8 mm wide. The protoconch is poorly preserved. The spire is low with broad whorls. A narrow ramp is developed with rounded transition to the flank. The visible part of the flank is smooth or has a weak spiral furrow in the adapical part. The lowermost part of the flank (covered by the following whorl) bears 6-7 spiral furrows with broad interspaces between them. The interspaces are partly subdivided by a very weak spiral furrow. The base is strongly convex and sculptured with 12-15 distinct spiral furrows separated by ribs of equal width. The furrows are not pitted. The 
